
To all who call SMPC home,

Twenty-five years ago, amidst the incense of  elementary aged sweat, worshipers 

gathered in a school gym to make a promise that believers and disciples and saints 

have made for centuries.  They would be a church.  South Mecklenburg 

Presbyterian Church was certainly not the first assemblage of  families and 

individuals to form a congregation, nor would their new church’s birth make for 

headline news in the local paper, but the significance of  their promise on that day 

would have cosmic implications as they committed to be a voice of  grace and self-

giving in an often volatile and mercenary world. As beneficiaries of  their promises, 

we commit ourselves with offerings of  time and talent and money, so that we too 

may offer this uncertain world a witness to God’s certain love and the grace of  

Jesus Christ.

Please take the time to review the materials presented 

here.  We’ve asked three of  our member families to 

share with you why they give to South Mecklenburg 

Presbyterian Church (full letters are published on our 

website: www.smpchome.org/giving).  May their 

thoughts inspire your prayerful consideration of  

what God may be calling you to add to the legacy of  

witness through this church we call home.

Grace and Peace,

Matt    



Living as stewards means understanding that all we have comes as a blessing 

from God, and that God calls us to give back of  our

time, talents and treasure to further his work. 

At SMPC, we believe that we are doing the work of  God through our five core ministries –

Worship, Spiritual Formation, Pastoral Care, Outreach & Mission, and Hospitality

We enable the ministries of  SMPC by making annual commitments to the Operating Fund.

The chart below details estimated 2017 Operating Fund expenditures by area of  ministry –

Over the years we have been blessed to be able to serve South Mecklenburg 

Presbyterian Church in a number of  capacities, and to be able to make a pledge 

every year to the operating fund. Our pledges, along with those of  many others, 

have enabled this church to not only survive but to grow.

We have come to realize that when you really believe in something, you want to 

nourish it and make sure it grows.  When you are committed to God and to the 

work being done in God’s name, there is no limit to what you will give, of  your 

time, talents, and yes, your money. For us, it has become a habit, a good habit, a joy 

and a privilege.

Ann and Bart Whitlock, charter members

Worship  
$336,327  

30.9%

Spiritual 
Formation  
$295,208  

27.1%

Pastoral 
Care  

$162,599  
14.9%

Outreach & 
Mission  

$158,824  
14.6%

Hospitality  
$135,011  

12.4%



Why does my pledge matter?

SMPC budgets each year for our 

ministries based on pledges received 

to the Operating Fund Campaign. 

Pledging is extremely important to 

our planning—our programming for 

2017 is dependent on your response. 

Your financial commitment is vitally 

important to our continued work 

here. 

How much should I pledge?

The first step is to ask God in prayer: 

How much am I being called to give? 

How am I being asked to respond to 

God’s call to discipleship? Giving is 

aspirational. Many who pledge start 

by giving a percentage of  their total 

income, which seems significant and 

responsible for the year, and then 

take on the spiritual discipline of  

increasing the percentage over time. 

The biblical standard for giving is the 

tithe, which is 10% of  income, 

reserving 90% for everything else.

We have always believed in giving in 

proportion to return to God from 

what has been bestowed upon us. 

We view this across the three 

spectrums of  time, talent and 

resources, striving to do more each 

year than the year before.

Thinking of  SMPC as our “second 

home” aids us in prioritizing the 

commitment to support the 

monetary requirements of  running 

a church. Our church is a household 

much like our family’s, only on a 

grander scale. It takes financial 

resources from all of  us to meet 

these obligations of  our “second 

home.”

David and Kelli Knoble

REMEMBER   RECONNECT   RECOMMIT

Average 2016 pledge - $2,953

Pledges in 2016 - 295 households

Average 2017 pledge goal - $3,042

Pledges in 2017 goal - 356 households



In 2017 we are asking all members to 

consider one of  two commitments:

● If  you have not pledged before, or 

recently, please pledge this year; the 

act, not the amount, is most valued.

● If  you can increase your pledge 

and/or move to the next pledge 

level, please consider increasing your 

commitment to SMPC. An average 

increase in pledges of  3% will fund 

our 2017 planned expenditures.

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church
8601 Bryant Farms Road 704-544-0404

Charlotte, NC  28277                    www.smpchome.org

We joined SMPC in 2010, and it has 

been an amazing faith journey for 

us. We have very intentionally taken 

part in many of  our programs and 

ministries, from VBS each year and 

teaching Sunday school to 

participating in the Friday morning 

Mens’ Bible Study and Disciple 

classes. Our kids’ favorite must be 

lemonade on the lawn! They are 

becoming well versed in our 

Hospitality ministry.

Our experiences and the witness of  

SMPC’s ministries, along with 

abundant needs in the community, 

are why we make it a priority to 

financially support SMPC.

Frank and Kathy Graham

Will you consider making SMPC your 

number ONE giving priority in 2017?

REMEMBER   RECONNECT   RECOMMIT

Summary 2016 pledges

  3 pledges $20,000 and above

$10,000 - $19,999

$7,500 - $9,999

$5,000 - $7,499

$3,000 - $4,999

$2,000 - $2,999

under $2,000

  8 pledges

  9 pledges

  33 pledges

  38 pledges

  60 pledges

  144 pledges


